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The War on the War on Drugs 

The Harrison Act of 1914 marks the beginning of the war of what will become the War 
on Drugs. The Harrison Act highly regulated the legal sale and distribution of narcotics causing 
them to be put in the hands of criminals. Then in 1920 the prohibition of alcohol took place 
under the Eighteenth Amendment but later repealed by the Twenty-first Amendment in 1933 
because of the rise of crime due to gangs illegally making and distributing alcohol. Prohibition of 
alcohol may have failed but it did not stop later presidents fi-om trying to control so-called 
dangerous drugs. Forty years after the failed alcohol prohibition President Richard Nixon 
declared war on drugs to try to end drug abuse stating that drugs are "public enemy number one". 
Under President Nixon's "total war against dangerous drugs" he created the Drug Enforcement 
Administration to fight the war on drugs. The cost to fund the War on Drugs is not cheap and has 
constantly continued to increase. In the 1980s 10 billion dollars was spent to fight illicit drugs 
and then in 1993 alone 1 1.7 billion dollars was spent on the War on Drugs (Drugs 8-1 1). Today 
the cost for the War on Drugs each year for the last ten years has been 20 to 25 billion dollars 
(Porter). 

Al Capone built a criminal empire in Chicago funded by illegal alcohol during the 
prohibition. He was not the only one with a gang and empire though. There were many others in 
different regions each guarded by armed gangsters who fought each other with no concern for 
the law. Crime was rampant and violent and because of this the prohibition of alcohol was 
repealed. Alcohol was regulated and made legal causing gangs to loose a big contributor to their 
wealth and the crime rate to decrease. The War on Drugs has created rich products, drugs, in the 



black market just as the prohibition of alcohol did in the 1920s. Illegal drugs fuel the black 
market creating cartels and gangs throughout the world. The cartels and gangs have no concern 
for the wellbeing of the people who consume their drugs as long as people buy them. Illegal 
drugs are made "dangerous" because of the War on Drugs. To make profit in the black market 
selling drugs drug dealers cut, or dilute, the drugs with cheaper substances selling it as one drug, 
which in turn makes them dangerous for a many reasons. The purity of the drug is unknown and 
could cause the user to overdose or the drug could be cut with other drugs. For example, heroin 
has been known to be cut with fentanyl, an opioid 100 times more potent than heroin (Newsy). 
The user dosing for heroin ends up dosing the more potent opioid fentanyl causing an overdose 
on fentanyl. Heroin, if legal and regulated, would become much safer than it is now because 
users would know the dosage and purity of the drug. If the user chose to inject the drug the 
chances of getting an infection or disease would also be dramatically decreased. This is because 
infections and diseases are caused from used needles and the cheap substances, such as baking 
powder, cut into the drug. Heroin are not the only drug users or people that would benefit from 
legal and regulated drugs. People who use other drugs would benefit in the same form as heroin 
users would by knowing the purity and dosage of the drug(s) they choose to take. People who are 
not drug users or addicts could benefit from the medical applications illegal drugs have. 

Illegal drugs could and do harness medical benefits. Discovering which illegal drugs have 
medical benefits is difficult to pinpoint since the government prohibits research on illegal drugs. 
However, some drugs are already recognized by the government to have medical benefits, such 
as cocaine and methamphetamine. Cocaine, or more specifically cocaine hydrochloride, is and 
anesthetic- vasoconstrictor used in hospitals (Cocaine). Methamphetamine is prescribed for 
severe cases of ADHD and obesity under the name Desoxyn (Desoxyn). Desox)^! is rarely 



prescribed because of the negative stigma against methamphetamine. The government 
recognizes these drugs as Schedule II drugs meaning they have some medical benefits. Other 
drugs such as LSD (lysergic acid diethylamide) and MDMA (molly/ecstasy) are Schedule I 
drugs meaning that they show no medical benefits. This is not true because they have shown 
medical benefits with the little research allowed. LSD and psilocybin have been shown to help 
rid cluster headaches and maybe also help treat obsessive-compulsive disorder. MDMA was first 
known among the psychiatry community as an aid for talk therapy and later to help patients with 
PTSD but studies where shut down after it was made illegal (End). If drugs were legalized more 
studies could be done to find medical benefits of illegal drugs, and those with medical benefits 
could be used. 

Contrary to popular belief legal and regulated drugs does not lead to increases in drug use 
or a crippled society. Portugal is evidence of that; in 2001 Portugal decriminalized illegal drugs. 
Instead of jailing people for doing drugs Portugal gave treatment for those who need or want it. It 
turns out that giving treatment for drug addicts is much cheaper than keeping them incarcerated. 
Offering treatment instead of jail time removes the scare factor of going to jail for doing drugs 
and allows people to get the help they need. This all adds up to decreased drug use: lifetime drug 
use among junior high kids went from 14.1% to 10.6% while deaths related to heroin were cut in 
half (Szalavitz). Note that Portugal only decriminalized drugs and did not regulate and legalize 
them meaning that the dangers of the black market are still alive but not as strong as before 
(Bandow 18). If Portugal fully regulated and legalized drugs they would destroy a big margin of 
the black market and reap the full benefits of illegal drugs made legal. 

The thought of abolishing the War on Drugs is paradoxical at first glance but when met 
with evidence that prohibition does not work, that the War on Drugs is fuel for the black market. 
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and that illegal drugs harness medical benefits it is not all that paradoxical. Although the War on 
Drugs was created to protect people from drugs it is doing the opposite. With legal and regulated 
drugs cartels and gangs will lose a huge contributor to their riches and reasons for violence 
because drugs would no longer be fiieling the black market. Also, the medical communities 
could use and research drugs they have been prohibited to use and research resulting in new and 
better medicines. It is time to end this war, the War on Drugs. 
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